Introduction
Canada is a typical immigration country. There are around one million Muslims among its ca. 33 million inhabitants,1 most of whom have immigrated from the Indian subcontinent and East Africa, in smaller numbers also from the Middle East, the former Soviet Union and former Yugoslavia.2 The majority are Sunni Muslims of various denominations, but there is also a large minority, estimated around one third, of Shiʿites, also of differing denominations. The attitudes of individuals and groups toward their religion is highly diverse.3 Canadian society explicitly regards itself as multi-cultural.4 This is even laid down in the Canadian constitution: Sect. 27 of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms demands an interpretation of the constitutional statutes '(…) in a manner consistent with the preservation and enhancement of the multicultural heritage of Canadians.' The unanimously approved Multiculturalism Act of 21 July 1988 confirms this fundamental principle and specifies it with emphasis on the prospects of multiculturalism.5 In a judgment of part 3, chapter 3 20046 the Supreme Court describes Canada as 'a multiethnic and multicultural country (…) which accentuates and advertises its modern record of respecting cultural diversity and human rights and of promoting tolerance of religious and ethnic minorities -and is in many ways an example thereof for other societies (…).'
Legal plurality is also one of Canada's characteristics: English and French legal heritage have coexisted since the eighteenth century; there are also legal systems and group-specific laws of the indigenous peoples (first nations).7 In 2003 Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin spoke of her pride in Canada's 'encouraging and nourishing the identity of the other, and celebrating the gifts of difference' .8
Until some years ago the presence of Muslims in Canadian society was on the whole a matter of course which did not provoke any wider public discussion. The large numbers of immigrating Muslims are of comparatively recent date (according to the 1981 census there were 89,165 Muslims living 317 in Canada; according to the 1970 census, only 33,370).9 Since 11 September 2001 Islamic extremism has sparked debates in Canada, too.10 One specifically Canadian feature was the debate surrounding the establishment of Islamic arbitration courts in Ontario and Quebec to deal with issues of family and inheritance law from 2003 onwards. The debate was conducted vehemently in parts and generated international interest; it ultimately resulted in the creation of a specific legal basis on which to establish such courts being unanimously and racial diversity of Canadian society and acknowledges the freedom of all members of Canadian society to preserve, enhance and share their cultural heritage; (b) recognize and promote the understanding that multiculturalism is a fundamental characteristic of the Canadian heritage and identity and that it provides an invaluable resource in the shaping of Canada's future. 
